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future arrangements for frontier incidents, etc. It so
happened that a confidential report was produced about
this period, and gives the official English point of view.
It was afterwards allowed to get into Italian hands, and
excerpts were printed. The Maffey Report, the publica-
tion of which will be mentioned later, is interesting
as showing what was the Foreign Office and Colonial
Office attitude towards Signor Mussolini's ambitions.
It also proves, incidentally, that both offices were fully
aware of his intentions, and believed that his aggression
was likely to be wholly successful.

The second and third 'conclusions' contain the gist
of the Report.

(2)  There are no vital British interests in Abyssinia
or adjoining countries such as to necessitate British
resistance to an Italian conquest of Abyssinia. Italian
control  of Abyssinia would  on some  grounds  be
advantageous, on others disadvantageous. In general,
as far as local British interests are concerned, it would
be a matter of indifference whether Abyssinia remained
independent or was absorbed by Italy.

(3)  From the standpoint of Imperial defence, an
independent Abyssinia would be preferable to an
Italian Abyssinia, but the threat to British interests
appears distant/and would depend only on a war
against Italy, which for the moment appears improb-
able.

The last sentence is extremely interesting, for it shows
that it did not even occur either to the Permanent
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, or to his
Committee of experts, that the conquest of Ethiopia
would be likely to entail breaches of treaties which
might make a war with Italy not altogether improbable.